
 



 

SUMMER 2025 

SPIRIT-LIFE GROWTH & AWARENESS 

OVERVIEW & OBJECTIVES 

KEYNOTE AIM: to aid the Christ Follower in sustaining 

our Spirit-Life devotional focus and fellowship with the 

Lord during these summer months that are naturally 

characterized by recreational diversions and distractions 

that tend to cause us to become slack and slothful in 

maintaining our posture of spiritual vigilance during this 

lax time of the year. 

THEME: “Found in Him” 

THEME TEXT: “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 

Christ in God.”  Colossians 3:3  (KJV) 

DURATION:  21 Days 

PRESENTATION METHODOLOGY:  Handouts, Digital E-

Documents, Virtual Audio/Video Resources & Independent 

Study 

RESOUCE SITE:  hss-bsa.com 
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Key Elements of Godly Interaction & 

Engagement 

KEY ELEMENTS 

Element (1): Stay Close 

Element (2): Selflessly Sacrifice 

Element (3): Strengthened by His Might 

Element (4): Soar Beyond 

INTRODUCTION & STUDY RESOURCES 

Theme Overview 

BSA Devotional (1): Fellowship, with God 

BSA Devotional (2): Here & Now 
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STAY CLOSE (1) 

But take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law, 

which Moses the servant of the LORD charged you, to love the 

LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his 

commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with 

all your heart and with all your soul.  

Joshua 22:5 (KJV) 

Foremost, in the joyfully inspired petition of this devout 

servant of the Lord, we are shown the deep, genuine heart 

sentiment of passionate endearment toward “the Living Lord.” 

Herein we are shown the keynote inner spiritual attribute 

that must be fully resident in our hearts if we are assured to 

experience the greater magnitude of the grand blessings of 

spiritual fullness that is portrayed before us in the inspired text. 

Again, note the personal relational aspect of the language of 

the text. David declared in verse 1a: “O God, thou art my God.” 

That is, he conveys to us the sure reality of his personal 

relationship with the God of Heaven. 

Is this fact equally true regarding the status of our 

relationship with the Court of Heaven? Can we equally justifiably 

affirm: “O God, thou art my God?” 

Then too, more importantly, is there a reciprocally 

confirming response of corroborating validation from the Living 

Lord that assures our hearts and soundly verifies our profession? 

Romans 8:16 compels us to ponder and personally assess: 

“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 

children of God.”  

Herein, Scripture fully alerts us that our claim of relationship 

with the Lord has to be authenticated more than by lower proxy 
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earth-bound sources, but by the higher authority of God the 

Spirit. 

Indeed, many readily and passionately profess to have a 

binding covenant redemptive relationship with the Living Lord; 

however, the critical essential that matters is Heaven’s 

resounding endorsement of the relationship. 

2 Timothy 2:19 strongly stresses this key factor: 

“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this 

seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that 

nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 

EARNEST URGENCY 

The key spiritual attribute highlighted in the inspired petition 

is the vital element of motivational intensity expressed by the 

singularly focused servant. 

King David distinctly specified in verse 2b, “early will I seek 

thee.” Hence, note the preeminence of his priority. 

That is, the importance of his heart offerings of worship-

devotion to, and communion fellowship with the Most High was 

not placed in a subordinate position to other matters of 

recognizably notable importance. 

Despite the vast scope of his duties of governance he was 

responsible to daily discharge, none of those obligations 

displaced the central focus of his priority fellowship-relationship 

with the Living Lord. 

King David specifically cited, “early will I seek,” and for him 

that was precisely the time of day that he engaged in serious 

devotion; however, the meaningful point of focus was not 

ritualistically the “time of day;” but forward the aspect of “earnest 

urgency.” 
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“Earnestly,” simply means “with sincere and intense 

conviction.” Too, operationally it “implies having a purpose and 

being steadily and soberly eager in pursuing it. 

And, indeed, this was precisely the heart-posture and 

manifest life practice David was alluding to. 

THE THIRSTY SOUL 

In the center segment of the wonderful opening passage, King 

David further expressed: “my soul thirsteth for thee;” and here 

again we are shown the degree of seriousness with which he 

addressed this important matter of personal worship and 

fellowship communion with Heaven. 

Hence, we should rightly pause and pose to ourselves the 

thought-provoking question: “Do I demonstrate the same level of 

passionate fervor and manifest practice toward personal daily 

fellowship and communion with the Living Lord? 

Or too the personally question: “Do I really pursue my 

relationship with Him to this degree?” 

And, if we are openly honest with ourselves regarding this 

matter, our assessment and analysis will be quite startling.  

Do we not clearly recognize the fact that when properly 

followed (David’s model example), neither will we be found 

guilty of placing obstacles between ourselves and our 

relationship with the Living Lord? 
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SELFLESSLY SACRIFCE (2)  

But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto 

you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.  

1 Thessalonians 4:9 (KJV) 

At the outset of our grand and miraculous translation into the 

glorious realm of redemptive “new life” in Christ Jesus, we were 

fully informed of the soul transformative reality that once 

dominate influence of self-interest can no longer remain the 

status quo, if we are to rightly “But grow in grace, and in the 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18) 

But, if we are to become vibrant and bountiful fruit-bearers 

that provide immense contribution to advance the greater 

purpose of the Gospel, and too, the broader interest of the 

Kingdom of God; then, the course of our earthly sojourn must 

mirror the precept pattern set forth by our Master and Savior.  

Scripture reminds us that one of the model signature features 

that permeated the community of faith in the early church was 

the clear demonstration of agape (i.e., Spirit-empowered) love 

among the rank and file of Christ followers. 

Obviously, such acts of compassion were not performed to 

merit Salvation, nor an attempt to merit the favor of God; but 

rather, it was the natural outflow of hearts that were in tune with 

God and anchored to the enduring Word of Truth.   

Now to be sure, we must not wrongly conclude that the 

visible efforts of human philanthropic (charitable) benevolence 

generally displayed in our present culture is akin to that required 

by Scripture. Because according to Scripture, it is not.  

Conversely, albeit morally “good” and temporally beneficial 

for the short term (i.e., “this life”) the origin and objectives of 

their motivation is not for the glory of God; neither are their 

efforts designed to further Heaven’s redemptive agenda. 
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The Lord Jesus plainly distinguished these opposing 

objectives in Matthew 9:13 by asserting: “But go ye and learn 

what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am 

not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

Too, Romans 3:20 alluded to this distinction by declaring: 

“Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified 

in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” 

Yet again, this Spirit-life trait is expected to be dominate 

among the community of the regenerate and stand out as a stellar 

signature in the lives of  spiritually thriving Christ followers. 

In anticipation of the progressively changing, sin-hardening 

climate of life that will (has) dominated the culture of the “end 

times” generations, we are duly charged in 1 Peter 4:7-8, “But 

the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch 

unto prayer.  

“And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: 

for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.  

Too, we should recall the holy injunction left on record for us 

by our Living Lord through the inspired pen of 1 Thessalonians 

4:9 that reminds us: “But as touching brotherly love ye need not 
that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love 

one another.” 
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STRENTHENGED BY HIS MIGHT (3) 

That he would grant you, according to the riches 

of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his 

Spirit in the inner man. 

 Ephesians 3:16 (KJV) 

The Psalmist took great joy in declaring these wonderful 

truths about Almighty God. Immediately, we capture from his 

endearing expressions the depiction of the personal character of 

his relationship with the Lord. 

Notice that he does not portray the Lord as one who is afar 

distant or stands aloft from His servants. On the contrary, David 

shows us that He is closely near. 

In fact, in Psalms 46:1 He declared, "God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble."  

And, in Psalms 91:1 we read, "He that dwelleth in the 

secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow 

of he Almighty." 

These passages, and others, serve to remind the servants of 

God of the Lord's close personal relationship with those that He 

has redeemed from the "power of darkness."  

Consequently, we are forced to ask ourselves, "Do these 

words reflect my present, personal experience with God?"  

Too, we are made to inwardly quiz our hearts, "Do I know 

Him in the manner that the Psalmist portrays?" 

Undoubtedly, many believe that they have a measure of 

"connectedness" with the Lord, albeit one that is very impersonal 

and/or estranged.  

The nature of that shallow manner of relationship is often 

expressed in the phrases, "I believe in God" or "I know the Man." 
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But the view of the true servant of God is not based on the 

nature of our perceived expectations or desired outcomes. But 

rather, the kindred true and unalterable heart sentiment that is 

reflected in the words of Job 13:15-16. 

The text reads, "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but 

I will maintain mine own ways before him. He also shall be my 

salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come before him." 

In Romans 8:36-37 we read, "As it is written, For thy sake 

we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 

for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him that loved us." 

RECOGNITION AND REALIZATION 

Again, the point of emphasis is that the perspectives and 

characterizations of God made by those that have been 

"redeemed" do not hinge on extra-personal or external factors 
but is established by that which we intimately and inwardly 

know to be true. 

In other words, simply, we declare "blessed be the Lord" 

because is worthy to be praised, exalted and adored.  

Having brought us through the increasingly perplex and 

weighty ordeals of life, we experientially know that He is "my 

strength," but notwithstanding, it is yet unalterably the case that 

He is "is worthy to be praised, exalted and adored." 

As mentioned before, the inspired writer greatly delights in 

sharing his testimony of admonition and encouragement to "the 

hearer" so that we, subsequently, may attest to these same 

realities, or be expectantly encouraged by that we have yet to 
apprehend. 

EMPOWERMENT AND ENABLING 

In the opening passages we also observe that the joyful writer 

mentions many other spiritual blessings that he had received 
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"from above." Here, he reminds us that the Lord is the sole source 

of our manifold supernatural empowerment and enabling.  

Regardless of whether we acknowledge or recognize this fact 

or not, the true source of all of our help originates from Him. In 

James 1:17 we hear, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 

whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning." 

We are greatly mistaken if we are convinced that 

independently we are responsible for being in the state of 

wellness that we may presently find ourselves.  

Assuredly, the prideful hearts in every generation have 

boasted that they alone have "pulled themselves up" or "have 

made" their own way through life.  

Time and time again, we hear many wrongly claim that it was 

either the unseen and imaginary impersonal forces of luck, fate, 

karma, or simply the power of the falsely presumed, indomitable 

'human spirit' that enabled or empowered them to overcome the 

formidable challenge that they faced. 

Conversely, although defiantly and grudgingly, all must 

conclude exclusively that it is through the grace of God the Lord 
that we are provided us with strength to persevere and endure 

throughout the periods of lack.  

It is in accordance with the favor of His providence that we 

are enabled to persevere in instances of struggle; times of 

troubles and intervals of difficulties that we confront across the 

spectrum of our lifetime in this sphere "under the sun." 

The Lord Jesus reminds us in Matthew 5:45b, "for he maketh 

his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on 

the just and on the unjust." 

He is the one that gives us strength to prevail and withstand 

amidst the varied conditions of prevailing pain, emotional 
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anguish and unrelenting miseries that intermittently weave in 

and out of the circle of our lives. 

Even to those that sit in the “high seat,” and live in the “larger 

circles” of common life, King David affirmed in verse 10, “It is he 

that giveth salvation unto kings: who delivereth David his 

servant from the hurtful sword. “ 

In our own lifetime we have witnessed the inability of 

humanity to restraint and withstand the powers of nature. 

Readily, we all must admit that we are repeatedly made 

hopelessly helpless in the face of confronting the sheer ferocity of 

forces that are far superior to us and beyond our ability to tame.  

Their destructive powers induce fear in our hearts; strip us 

of our possessions; and utterly and dramatically dash the vaulted 

hopes of our projected futures.  

Despite centuries of introducing clever and useful inventions 

into the sphere of life; and devising progressive systems and 

methodologies that have impressively improved the quality of 

life in this earthly domain, it is still the case as verse four rightly 

concluded: “Man is like to vanity: his days are as a shadow that 

passeth away.” 

Whether we admit it or not, we desperately need the mercy 

of God's strength to enable us to live and survive in this earthly 

domain that is presently characterized by the accursed 

consequences of humanity's "falleness."   

If we (Christ followers) are daily walking in renewed 

fellowship with the Lord, too, we can earnestly affirm regarding 

the Lord , that He is: “My goodness, and my fortress; my high 

tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I trust; 

who subdueth my people under me.”  

 Hence, unquestionably, we should often and earnestly find 

themselves mirroring the actions of the David who gladly 

declared: “I will sing a new song unto thee, O God.”  
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SOARING BEYOND (4) 

Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: 

his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall 

come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto 

the earth. 

Hosea 6:3 (KJV) 

Herein lies the clear answers to the deeper questions and 

searching inquires of “why,” that we (the New Testament Christ 

followers) find continually surfacing in our thoughts, as we 

attempt to reconcile the very real practical inconsistencies that 

we observe in our lives verses the cited wondrous sureties and 

marvelous certainties that are promised to us in Scriptures.  

Indeed, too many of us yet do not fully comprehend the 

deeper meaning or practically experience the abundant life 

blessings cited by Apostle Peter in 2 Peter 1:3.  

Encouraging and assuring the Christ followers that lived 

during his sin plagued era, the inspired messenger wrote, 

“According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 

pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that 

hath called us to glory and virtue.”  

Now, here the seasoned Apostle was not attempting to be 

mysterious or “deep” as we might conclude; but he was simply 

citing the fact that all that the true “born again” believer needs to 

grow strong and progressively advance both individually and 

relationally with the Lord is has been already made available to 

us by the Lord.  

Again, in point-by-point fashion highlighting the key point of 

emphasis we read, “According as his divine power…” - the grand 

source.  
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Then, he added, “…hath given unto us…” spotlighting the 

bountifully gracious grant of grace bestowed upon us.  

Next, he pointed to the fact we have been given “…all things 

that pertain unto life and godliness….” – that is, all which pertains 

to the “larger” sphere of spiritual life (zoe – both inner and 

external fullness, experienced through the indwelling presence of 

the Holy Spirit), and that which will enables our lives to more 

greatly mirror the essence of the divine nature that has been 

implanted in our inner being through the transforming power of 

the Gospel.    

Next, he identified how we can obtain our spiritual 

provisions, “…through the knowledge of him.”   

And he finally highlighted the authorized glorious decree of 

divine proclamation that pertains to every generation of Christ 

followers that has made this grand spiritual blessing available to 

us, “…that hath called us to glory and virtue.”  

In other words, the fullness of our Salvation Experience is 

made possible by the Lord Jesus Christ who has “called us” 

according to the His own “glory and virtue.” Thus, we have been 

destined to be just “like Him.” 

Essentially, to a significant degree this critical text of 2 Peter 

1:3 parallels many of the O.T. passages like that of Deuteronomy 

4:5-6 where it our spiritual forebears were also given critical 

instruction in righteousness to progressively guide them down 

the road of spiritual success, and to enable them to establish a 

vibrant and enduring relationship with the Lord. 

Despite the civilization era or historical generation, we may 

reside in, the lives of all who are graciously blessed to be 

numbered among the spiritually redeemed ranks of the present 

contemporary era are timelessly bound to adhere to practical 

bible precepts and relational covenant elements of the given by 

God to His people.  



4s- SPIRIT-LIFE SUSTAINMENT – SUMMER 2024 

14 

The heavenly mandate of biblical instructions in righteous 

found in the text of Colossians 2:6-7 personally direct each of us, 

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye 

in him:  

“Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye 

have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.”  

And, once the practical outworking of this inner spiritual 

dynamic has sufficiently fashioned us according to His purpose, 

the end product of our own lives, likewise, becomes a familiar 

resembling image of that which we gladly witness to described in 

the biblical text concerning the life testimony of our spiritual 

forebears. 

  



 

 

  

INTRODUCTION & 

STUDY 

RESOURCES 

maintaining a heart posture of spiritual 

vigilance 



4s SPIRIT-LIFE SUSTAINMENT – SUMMER 2025 

16 

Overview: Found in Him 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

Colossians 3:3 (KJV) 

We cannot truly consciously read the inspired word of 

personal endearment and enduring truth spoken by the Lord 

without notably recognizing the cited unavoidable, practical life 

conditional that He repeatedly set forth that provides the 

authenticating proof of our spiritual status before Holy God. 

And also, personally telegraphs and validates to us Heaven’s 

true perspective regarding the true quality of our earthly “faith 

walk.” 

Explicitly, the Lord declared in John 14:15, “If ye love me, 

keep my commandments.” 

Then, in verse 21 He expands upon that keynote them by 

more fully expounding: “He that hath my commandments, and 

keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 

shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 

manifest myself to him.” 

But not only are we shown the wonderful divine truth about 

His supernatural indwelling in the lives of those that are 

“redeemed” (i.e., through the indwelling presence of the Spirit of 

Truth – the Comforter, vv. 16-17); but furthermore, He 

additionally conveys to us the deep expression of divine 

compassion that is specifically directed to us, equally, by the 

Father and Himself. 

Hence, we absolutely have not basis to believe that the 

character and content of our spiritual faith-walk does not matter 

in the sight of God. 
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In the O.T. era of the Patriarchs, the Lord God duly charged 

Abraham in Genesis 17:1b, “I am the Almighty God; walk 

before me, and be thou perfect.” 

And, to the newly formed nation “redeemed” from centuries 

of Egyptian bondage, in Deuteronomy 6:5, He commanded 

them:  “He also firmaly stipulate And thou shalt love the Lord 

thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with 

all thy might.” 

Too, in Deuteronomy 11:1, He also firmly stipulated to 

them: “Therefore thou shalt love the Lord thy God, and keep 

his charge, and his statutes, and his judgments, and his 

commandments, alway.” 

Then, to us whom He has redeemed in these latter N.T. 

centuries, the inspired Word of Truth declared in Romans 8:1, 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are 

in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 

Spirit.” 

And, in 1 Peter 1:15 we are sternly charged: “But as he 

which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 

conversation.” 

Thus, in summary, the spirit-life instructions provided for us 

in Scripture is quite transparent and fully binding. Namely, as 

restated from Colossians 3:3, “For ye are dead, and your life is 

hid with Christ in God.” 

We should no longer seek to live to please ourselves (“we are 

dead”), but rather our life goals should be focused on living to 

please and glorify Him. 

Recall, the Living Lord fully disclosed to us John 12:24-25: 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into 

the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 

forth much fruit.  



4s SPIRIT-LIFE SUSTAINMENT – SUMMER 2025 

18 

“He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his 

life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. “ 

YE ARE DEAD 

Honestly, we must admit that instinctively any notion 

regarding “death” is always initially considered morbid, quite 

repulsive and in some instances very alarming. In the sphere of 

natural life, the very thought of death raises impulses of fear, 

dread and painful loss in our hearts and minds. 

Unquestionably, death is a natural enemy of life and dully 

compels us to do all in our power to allude or avoid its long reach 

as long as possible.  

However, surely, we must recognize that regarding spiritual 

matters the operating dynamics are altogether quite different. 

This is quite evident in the context of its present usage in the 

key text. Apostle Paul was not remotely entertaining thoughts of 

physical suicide; but conversely speaking concerning the 

spiritual subject matter of self-denial.  

Yet, still when we entertain this important topic, we discover 

that our emotional stress levels do not subside but are still 

alarmingly elevated, but for very different reasons. 

In the life of the Christ follower, “the flesh” or our natural 
sinful human nature instinctively resists any measures that 

would seek to curtail or restrain its gratification.  Hence, the inner 

struggle first to initially entertain the subject matter; then to 

execute the divine orders regarding them will always produce a 

formidable challenge to us.  

Galatians 5:17 amply described our inner struggle in these 

words: “For the flesh lusteth against the spirit and the spirit 

against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: 

so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.” 



4s SPIRIT-LIFE SUSTAINMENT – SUMMER 2025 

19 

Thus, frankly the sentence of death regarding carnal matters 

must yet be executed and maintained.  

The standing order of Colossians 3:5 daily reminds us to: 

“Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth: 

fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 

concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry.” 

Clearly, we cannot honestly begin to claim adherence to the 

inspiring affirmation made by the Apostle if we have not through 

the operating power of the Holy Spirit subdued and brought “the 

flesh” under subjection in our lives.  

Note that Colossians 3:3 also addressed: “For ye are dead, 

and your life is hid with Christ in God.”  

There it is again; the repeated notion of “death to self.” The 

bible precept gleaned from Romans 8:8 reminds each of us: “So 

then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” 

DYING TO LIVE 

Although we may deem it respectfully admirable and quite 

devout, honestly all of us (Christ followers) cannot presently 

admit that we can easily understand and truly appreciate the 

profound expression made here by the Apostle.  

This is the case because in a very practical sense we are not 

presently embracing the spiritual reality afore mentioned in 

Colossians 3:3 that declared, “For ye are dead, and your life is 

hid with Christ in God.” 

In order for this inner dynamic to occur, our lives must 

routinely reflect the practical reality of the application of 

operating premise of Romans 6:11-12.  

The key life-guiding text explained: “Likewise reckon ye 

also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in 

your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.” 
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It is through the routine triumph of this inner victory (gained 

by the power of the indwelling Spirit) that we are able to curtail 

and subdue the contrary impulses of “the old man,” and truly 

allow our lives to be directed by the Spirit of God.  

Alluding to this ever-present inner contest, Apostle Paul also 

confessed in verse 9:27, “But I keep under my body, and bring 

it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have 

preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” 

Although the basic bible principle and precept of “dying to 

live” may be quite foreign and unpalatable to the prevailing 

mindset of contemporary, professing Christian culture given the 

degree of “self-entitlement” based preaching that is broadly 

proclaimed among our ranks, it is nevertheless the repeatedly 

cited appointed spiritual method used by the Lord to wean us 

from the residual influences of our natural carnality (“the flesh”), 

and purge our lives for greater fruitfulness.  

As afore mentioned, albeit a progressively deepening 

process, frankly until we have begun to learn to understand, 

accept and embrace this basic bible truth we will never be able to 

experience the fullness of our Salvation Experience that is the 

clear birthright of all who have been by the grace of God been 

graciously delivered “…from the power of darkness, and hath 

translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.” (Col 1:13b) 

Again, at some stage of our Salvation Experience most of us 

will struggle to grasp the true understanding of the very real 

internal dilemma cited by Apostle Paul in verse 23.  

He honestly and earnestly shared, “For I am in a strait 

betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; 

which is far better.”  

Now, it is completely true that all “born again” Christ 

followers have residing in our inner being the implanted 

inclination and real desire to one day dwell in the presence of 

God, and we are assured of the consequential reality of 2 
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Corinthians 5:8 that thankfully highlights: “We are confident, I 

say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be 

present with the Lord.” 

But yet for whatever reason (i.e. spiritual immaturity, 

worldly carnality, spiritual blindness, etc.) we are not ready to 

heartily repeat the lofty sentiment; because again at this stage in 

our Christian Walk, we cannot fully grasp the depth of its 

profound meaning.  

Yet, we should still fully recognize that our failures and 

weakness are not acceptable reasons to excuse our non-

compliance (sin) with the holy mandates of the Word of God. 
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BSA RESOURCES 
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John 14:21 He that hath my commandments, and 

keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 

shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 

manifest myself to him. 

John 14:23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man 

love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love 

him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 

him.  

1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard declare 

we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and 

truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 

Christ.  

Exodus 29: 43 And there I will meet with the children of 

Israel, and the tabernacle shall be sanctified by my glory.  

45 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will 

be their God.  

46 And they shall know that I am the Lord their God, that 

brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell 

among them: I am the Lord their God. 

SOURCE TEXT (1): 

John 14:21, 23; 1 John 1:3; 

Exodus 29:43-46 (KJV) 
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DEVOTIONAL (1) 

Fellowship, with God 

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will 

keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come 

unto him, and make our abode with him.”  

John 14:23 (KJV) 

Ironically, here is the obvious point that we often miss in the 

whole matter of this entire dramatic ordeal of the soul.  

Too commonly we are prone to bypass the primary objective 

regarding our very being and miss the broader implications of 

our granted Salvation Experience in relation to the future state of 

our existence. 

The chronicle of Holy Scripture reminds us that from the very 

beginning, our (humanity) creation had a direct and distinctive 

purpose.  

Moreover, the launched epic effort of divine redemption has 

been singularly focused on accomplishing that primary initiative; 

namely, the restitution the vast breach of the relationship 

between God and man. 

Yet not only as it universally pertains to the future state; but 

even now, both in this present moment and personally for each 

of us, every day. 

Listen to the grand divine promise made by the Lord of Light 

to the potential repentant hearer in John 14:23: “Jesus 

answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep 

my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come 

unto him, and make our abode with him.”  
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Now did we really hear what He affirmed to each of us? Did 

we strain intensely to really hear precisely what is being 

highlighted? 

Do we fully understand the true essence of that which He 

graciously offered to us? 

Primarily, yes. It is a wondrous invitation of eternal 

redemption; it is a divine effort to destroy the towering sin-

barrier that divides and separates Holy God from His fallen 

creation. 

Then again, notice that He addresses each of us personally 

and distinctly. Listen again to the mercifully gracious divine 

appeal: “If a man love me, he will keep my words.” 

Then in consequence to the positive response of true heart 

submission, He promise:  “my Father will love him, and we will 

come unto him, and make our abode with him. “ 

Clearly, the grand statement surmises the primary purpose of 

Heaven’s redemptive effort. 

Yes. There is the issuance of that broad and universal “clarion 

call” as Scripture affirmed in John 1:12, “But as many as 

received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 

God, even to them that believe on his name.” 

Then too, more personally, He emphasized here in the focus 

text in verse 14:23b: “and we will come unto him, and make 

our abode with him.”  

In other words, not only does the Lord promise to impart to 

use the grand blessing of eternal life (Himself), but equally, we 

become transformed into vessels of holy habitation; and that also 

includes the restoration of the relationship of fellowship that 

Lord had originally purposed for us (humanity) from the very 

beginning. 

Note closely the glorious declaration made pertaining to 

every “blood-washed” Christ follower cited in 1 Corinthians 
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6:19: “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the 

Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are 

not your own? “ 

Moreover, this very point is also unequivocally showcased in 

Ephesians 1:4: “According as he hath chosen us in him before 

the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

without blame before him in love.” 

A TIMELESS INITIATIVE 

Yet too, we should recognize that this effort initiative is not 

newly introduced in the N.T. era but has always been highlighted 

across the centuries. 

In fact, the divine objective of establishing and engaging in 

continuous fellowship with His “redeemed” is also fully 

documented in throughout the inspired O.T. record as well. 

In Exodus 29:43, 45-46 the Lord had also shared with His 

faithful servant Moses His desire; and too, outlined the special 

means (the Tabernacle) that He had initiated in order to 

fellowship with His people. 

The holy record thus detailed: “And there I will meet with 

the children of Israel, and the tabernacle shall be sanctified 

by my glory.  

“And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be 

their God.  

“And they shall know that I am the Lord their God, that 

brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell 

among them: I am the Lord their God.” 

Thus, we can rightly conclude that although His majestic 

throne yet resides in Heaven, the Lord has always desired to 

interconnect with the crown of His creation – mankind. 



4s SPIRIT-LIFE SUSTAINMENT – SUMMER 2025 

28 

Now unless we are closely focused on the particular tenor of 

these amazing affirmations, we are prone to miss the precious 

theme-thread that interweaves each of them together. 

Notice particularly that the Lord God endearingly declared: 

“I will meet with the children of Israeli;” “I will dwell among 

the children of Israel; and be their God.” 

The plain point is that Holy God graciously and freely chooses 

to dwell among His “redeemed” heritage; and took the initiative 

to make the essential prerequisite accommodations that are 

unalterably required in order for that possibility to become a 

present reality. 

Namely, that the terms and conditions of sanctification and 

holiness are satisfied.  

Listen again to the clear stipulations cited in verse 43b: “and 

the tabernacle shall be sanctified by my glory.” 

 Do we see what He identified? That is, placing the central 

spotlight on the word-phrase (condition), “sanctified by my 

glory.” 

Thus, we note that the conditions of divine sanctification 

have been (and must always be) satisfied before we can have 

mutual fellowship the Holy Lord of Heaven.  

Mere desire was not enough; the requirements of His divine 

essence had to be maintained. 

He dramatically stressed this paramount point before the 

initial Exodus generation at the base of the mountain of Mt. Sinai, 

and later more personally emphatic in Leviticus 10:3: ”will be 

sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the 

people I will be glorified.”  

Lev 10:3 (KJV). And even now in these latter centuries of the 

contemporary N.T. era, the holy mandate is yet upheld. 
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Thankfully, for the Christ follower that premier mandate has 

been accomplished for us by Christ, Our Redeemer. 

1 Corinthians 1:31 affirms to us: “But of him are ye in 

Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.” 

And too, Colossians 3:2 reminds us: “For ye are dead, and 

your life is hid with Christ in God.” 

Hebrews 10:19-20 further instructs us: “Having therefore, 

brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 

Jesus,  

“By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for 

us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh.” 

Moreover, the measure of our interpersonal communion with 

Him still hinges on our adherence to this fundamental spiritual 

constant. 

2 Corinthians 6:16b explains to us: “for ye are the temple 

of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and 

walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people.” 

Then duly charges us in verses17-18: “Wherefore come out 

from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 

touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  

“And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 

and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”  

Lastly, in the preview, prophetic vision records in Revelation 

22:3-5, we are permitted to see the triumphant “endgame” 

aftermath of the immense, culminating effort of divine 

redemption. 

As detailed in the final book of the inspired sacred chronicle, 

we are shown: “And there shall be no more curse: but the 
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throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants 

shall serve him:  

“And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their 

foreheads.  

“And there shall be no night there; and they need no 

candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them 

light: and they shall reign forever and ever.” 

Indeed, what an incredibly breath-taking, panoramically 

picturesque, wondrous scene of the glorified future state, 

environmental sphere of the “the redeemed.” 

Yet, let us not forget that we do not have to wait until the 

arrival of that blessed, pending moment to experience the 

tangible blessings of that endless joint-state of continuous 

fellowship, “with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 
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SOURCE TEXT (2): 

John 15:9-11; 1 John 1:3,6; 2:3-6 (KJV) 

John 15: 9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved 

you: continue ye in my love.  

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my 

love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and 

abide in his love.  

11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 

might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.  

1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard declare 

we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and 

truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 

Christ.  

1 John 1:6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, 

and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  

1 John 2:3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if 

we keep his commandments.  

4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  

5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love 

of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.  

6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to 

walk, even as he walked. 
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DEVOTIONAL (2) 

Here & Now 

If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in 

darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.  

1 John 1:6 (KJV) 

Thankfully, in 1 John 1:3, the holy apostle is directed by the 

Spirit of God to remind his peer generation (and every 

subsequent generation) of “the redeemed” that in the present 

“here and now” we (Christ followers) should be readily and 

routinely experiencing the birthright blessing of our Salvation 

Experience. 

Namely, as the Lord Jesus clearly stipulated, fellowship with 

God is more than a mere theological concept or notion; but, a 

factual spiritual reality that materializes when “the soul is saved;” 

and continues to be the case in the aftermath of that transition of 

the soul from the corrupt province of “darkness” into the glorious 

domain of “his marvelous light.” 

1 Peter 2:9b rightly described why should forever render 

perfect praise unto our wonderful Redeemer: “that ye should 

shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 

darkness into his marvellous light.”  

Subsequently, we are also shown by the holy testimony of the 

Apostle the present phenomenal, tangible realities of our 

“fellowship with God” that every Christ follower should be 

experiencing on a daily basis. 

And, No! He is not referring to the mere activities of our 

normalized church routines and/or special religious practices.  
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But alternatively, He is referring the normal-state that should 

be routinely experienced in the everyday life of the heaven-

connected Christ follower. 

In 1 John 1:3, he uniquely described: “That which we have 

seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 

fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 

and with his Son Jesus Christ.”  

Observe again, he emphasized regarding the normal state of 

his Salvation Experience: “and truly our fellowship is with the 

Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”  

And likewise, he firmly admonished and entreated all fellow 

Christ followers: “That which we have seen and heard declare 

we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us.” 

Again, we should stress the fact that although in the public 

forum of secular (and religious) circles, the idea and concept of 

“fellowship with God” has been blasphemously distorted; 

wrongly misrepresented and flatly mocked; Scripture reminds 

every Christ follower that spiritual realization should be the 

common signature feature of our lives. 

Now here we should fully understand that what the Apostle 

is referring to is clearly documented and discretely stipulated in 

the subsequent inspired volume that he was directed to record 

by the Spirit of God. 

“Fellowship with God” is not an extreme; “over the top;” or, 

fanatically notion; but on the contrary, it simply equates to 

experiencing the spiritual blessing of our “redeemed” association 

with the Lord, as we submit our lives to the directing control of 

the Spirit and follow the bible-based lifestyle of holy living. 

Again, we should consider that fact that O.T. Scriptures 

repeatedly highlight and refer to the normative routine of “the 

redeemed” engaging in holy communion with the Lord of Heaven.  
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Moreover, the mandates of the holy covenant not only 

identified the divinely appointed means whereby interaction be 

God and the holy people could occur; but too, firmly stipulated 

their vital need and imposed obligation of regular devoted 

engagement. 

The inspired Psalmist joyfully expressed the wondrous 

splendor and his earnest delight in engaging in routine fellowship 

with the Most High.  

In Psalms 91:1, he testified and exhort us: “He that dwelleth 

in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the 

shadow of the Almighty.”  

And in Psalms 84:4, another delighted servant affirmed: 

“Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still 

praising thee. Selah.” 

The keynote text of Ephesians 5:8 reiterates this paramount 

point, amply: “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are 

ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: “ 

Then, quite naturally the key matter what addressed by the 

Lord Jesus. He alluded to the expected normalcy of our 

communion with Heaven (prayer) when he gave us the pattern 

for prayer in Luke 11:2.  

There, He instructed us: “And he said unto them, When ye 

pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so 

in earth.” 

Note closely, He did not say “if ye pray;” but “when ye pray.” 

A MATTER OF SOBERING SERIOUSNESS 

Numerous examples in Scripture clearly forewarned and 

challenged us not to just approach this important spirit-life 

matter with a contemptuous attitude of careless flippancy and/or 
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callous indifference, foolishly questioning, “Why does any of this 

matter anyway?” 

Because, promptly we are shown further in the inspired 

instructional discourse that our mere professions of association 

with God may prove to be hollow and invalid.  

In 1 John 1:6, we are challenged to considered: “If we say that 

we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and 

do not the truth.” 

Hence, every Christ follower is compelled to address the 

enormous implications of the soul-probing question: “Do I really 

know what it means to experience a life of routine fellowship 

with God?” 

Indeed, we may claim to have fellowship with Him; but, does 

His Word validate and affirm the fact that He has fellowship with 

us?



 

 

 

hss-bsa.com 

 


