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SOBERING REMINDERS

Sobering Reminders from
the Isle of Patmos

At the close of the era of the 1st Century era, the record of
Scripture fully shows us a clear portrait and profile of the
progressive development of the Church from the originating
region of Palestine, to migration northward and out across the
general span of the Roman World - concentrated specifically in the
region of Asia Minor, where the Spirit-inspired missionary
ventures of Apostle Paul (and other background and unnamed
individuals) had been enormously successful.

Through the detailed depictions and precise commentary
found in the inspired text of the various New Testament Epistles,
we are informed of the foundational establishment of their
governing administration; their issues of internal challenge; and
the threat of external opposition that became the central “growing
pain” elements that were routinely faced by that initial generation
of Christ followers.

Too, from the biblical record (i.e., the later epistles of the
inspired writers) we observe that with the passage of those early
decades of time, a significant measure of eroding spiritual decay
that had begun to appear both in their personal commitment to the
Living Lord, and in their effort to singularly and solely advance the
Kingdom agenda.

In other words, the opposing and impeding effort of Satan and
the kingdom of Darkness had begun showing an increased sign of
effectiveness.



INTRODUCTION

Jude both described and warned in verses 1:17-19, “But,
beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; How that they told you there
should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their
own ungodly lusts. These be they who separate themselves,
sensual, having not the Spirit.”

Notice here in his inspired words, we observe a sense of the
distant passage of time from the key phrase, “...remember ye the
words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

Therein is the solid implication or confident hint of not only a
general foundational embracement of the teachings of the
Apostles, but also the fact that their prophetically uttered spiritual
forecasts of the emergence of divergent spiritual leaders had
begun to visibly emerge on the scene giving them an alarming
indication, or a discerning awareness that a significant downward
transition had begun to occur.

Reviewing his words once more, we read: “How that they told
you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk
after their own ungodly lusts.”

In other words, he conveyed to us that they had sadly
witnessed the widespread appearance of these wicked individuals,
and also the notable destructive impact their actions had within
the general body of the community of faith during their era.
Including the new edict and policy of persecution against
Christians that was implemented by the Roman Emperor
Domitian, this became the general setting wherein the Court of
Heaven issued this final record and concluding message of divinely
inspired, prophetic text.

The Lord of Heaven deemed it an absolute necessity that we be
soberly reminded of “...things which must shortly come to pass...”



SOBERING REMINDERS
THE FIRST POINT

This first point of solemn reminder was the fulfillment of the
promise of hope given amidst the horrendous conditions that
existed during the era of the original penning of this amazing
document.

Most assuredly, one of its key phrases was to remind the
servants of God that a change in their world was eminently
pending.

The general climate of hostility and persecution that existed
during their generation was destined to be replaced by the coming
of the Kingdom of Christ.

Undoubtedly, many of us (Christ followers) cannot truly
appreciate the immense value of such a promise because our
spiritual sensitivity has been “dulled” as a result of our attitude of
not being affixed on “things above.”

Recall, that at this point in time the apostolic writer had been
arrested for his Christian witness, tried, convicted, and sentence to
banishment or exile to this remote solitary location. The Roman
authority’s intention was to severe the close ties that existed
between the Apostle and the flock of God.

Indeed, he was not placed there on vacation in this
unwelcoming environment but was abandoned and left alone. Yet,
we observe that he was not alone, and the intention of his
persecutors was overridden by the higher authority of Almighty
God.

Let us again hear the words of his testimony in verse 1:9: “I
John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is
called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus
Christ.”
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Now, does that explanation (i.e., “companion in tribulation”)
sound like a pleasant description being reported by an individual
that is happily on vacation?

Clearly not, and neither should we be entertaining such
pleasantly expectant notions as we journey along the path or our
Salvation Experience.

As has been foretold in Scripture, our contemporary culture
will ultimately be predominantly characterized by “perilous
times;” where the external climate will mirror that depicted in the
text of 2 Timothy 3:1-4.

In verses 1-2, Apostle Paul forewarned, “This know also, that
in the last days perilous times shall come.

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

This was the nature of the societal climate that existed during
the Roman era, and over the span of the centuries it has reoccurred
and resurfaced more intensely during every successive generation.

Can we begin to deny that this biblical depiction is completely
different from the climate of moral decay that exists in our culture
today?

Hence, as the record of history so has noted, under such
conditions the corresponding attitude toward Christ followers will
likewise be hostile and unfavorable.

In fact, the Lord Jesus distinctly reminded us in John 15:18-21,
“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.
If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you.

“Remember the word that I said unto you, the servant is not
greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also
persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours
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also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake,
because they know not him that sent me.”

Are these affirming words not quite plain and simple to
understand? Then, why do we expect the attitude of “the world” to
be different toward us?

Why do we believe that the nature of our relationship can be
different from that which the Lord has distinctly highlighted?

But regardless of what we falsely believe to the contrary, the
practical realities that will assuredly impact our lives cannot be
altered. Like it or not, we (Christ followers) will be treated in such
a fashion - at some point.
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STUDY TEXT (1):
Revelation 1:8-11(K]V)

Revelation 1:8 | 3m Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and
which is to come, the Almighty.

9 1 John, who also am your brother, and companion in
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,
was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God,
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

10 [ was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

11 saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last:
and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the
seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto
Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.
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SOBERING REMINDERS

1
ASTONISHING IMPRESSIONS

FOCUS TEXT: [ was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet. Revelation 1:10 (KJV)

The mystical relationship and spiritual bond between the Lord
Jesus Christ and the Church (His Body) is vividly and particularly
showcased in this opening chapter of the divine record of
Revelation.

If we are truly interested in knowing what the Living Lord is
currently doing while awaiting the appoint day of His Second
Coming, all we need do is to dutifully study this final inspired
record that has been personally conveyed to us by Him.

When the Lord first mentioned the fact that He had to leave the
company of the Disciples recorded in the record of John 14:1-5,
the initial reaction from them was indeed very “human,” which also
highlighted our inability to truly perceive and understand that
depth of spiritual matters.

From their inspired documented conversation, we read: “Let
not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In
my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

“And if [ go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where [ am, there ye may be also. And
whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.

“Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou
goest; and how can we know the way?”

11
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On another occasion in John 16:5 where we read: “But now |
go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither
goest thou? But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow
hath filled your heart.”

Indeed, when we compare those words to the revealed record
that was communicated to John decades later, we surely
recognized that they (nor us) could not have remotely begun to
understand the depth of those profound declarations.Again, here
we observe the key application point showing that we must show
initiative and assume responsibility for our personal actions,
regarding that status of our “spiritual walk.”

Certainly, there is a great aspect of our spiritual lives that
require divine involvement and direct intervention; however,
Scripture plainly explains to us that we have a significant role to
play as well. We must not just listen to the voice of God; but we
must also obey the Word of God.

If we choose to do otherwise, there are dire consequences that
we will physically experience in this natural sphere of life.

The destruction of the region of Sodom and Gomorrah was a
pending physical reality; and if Lot and his family did not leave the
region the threat of physical death was an affirmed surety. The
angelic messengers made this point fully clear.

In the aftermath of His departure (on that wonderful Day of
Ascension described in the first chapter of the book of Acts) this
magnificent chronicle reveals to us the major task that has been
the dutiful focus of His preoccupation while residing in the
heavenly domain of the true Holy of Holies.

Ironically, once a year we commemorate His earthly birth in
the manger that historical occurred some several thousand years
ago; but as we note in this holy record, the Court of Heaven has not
been particularly concerned about such details.

But on the contrary, their focused attention has been rightly
centralized on the future moment of His glorious union with the

12
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Body of Christ, and the glorious fulfillment of the divine plan of
Redemption.

In this final record given to the Church, the Lord Jesus directly
and distinctly commissioned and tasked Apostle John, “What thou
seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which
are in Asia.” (Rev. 11:b)

Obviously, this timeless record of amazing and astonishing
wonders has served both to “soberly remind” us of our past
spiritual heritage; our future eternal destiny; and the importance
of our present commission given to us by the Living Lord Jesus
Christ.

[ WAS IN THE SPIRIT

In his opening words of personal testimony as he began to
perform his assignment of dutifully documenting and chronicling
the holy record for the Church, Apostle John forthrightly conveyed
to us the conditions under which this amazing spiritual event
transpired. He explicitly declared to us in verse 10a: “I was in the
Spirit on the Lord’s day.”

Here every true “born again” believer can intimately relate to
this grand experience because we too were indwelt by the Spirit of
God on the day of our supernatural regeneration and know the
indescribable experience of repeatedly being “filled with Spirit”
when rendering acceptable service to God; and too, daily we should
be submissively living by the direction of His holy counsel and
honorably conducting our lives by His holy power.

In Galatians 5:16 the standing timeless mandate for every
generation of Christ followers declares to us: “This I say then, Walk
in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.”

Clearly, on this magnificent occasion, this holy event could
never have occurred (as consistently shown throughout the record

13
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of Scripture) apart from John being both controlled and enabled by
the Spirit of God.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF THE LIVING LORD

The Lord Jesus is fully aware of the fact that we are beings that
are inherently and highly influenced by the initial impact of
external impressions.

We too must honestly admit that we are subject to this same
human malady as was the prophet Samuel to whom the Lord
mildly corrected in 1 Samuel 16:7, “But the LORD said to Samuel,
“Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I
have refused him.

“For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

However, on this occasion John was not controlled by his
human instincts and intuitions. The Spirit of God was in control of
him, and the Living Lord was directly communicating with him.

Amply, the first impression that was left on the human senses
of the Apostle came by the avenue of hearing (sound). John firmly
testified in verse 10, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and
heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet.”

That is, the proclaiming voice resembled the loud decibel,
blaring, and overpowering, authoritative and pronounced sound of
a trumpet.

Assuredly, the Lord got his immediate attention (perhaps
interrupting his devotional mediation), which then compelled him
to turn in the direction of that distinctive sound.

What prompted him to turn was the commanding message that
authoritatively declared in verse 11: “I am Alpha and Omega, the
first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it
unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto

14
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Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis,
and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.”

Clearly, we see that this was not a casual occasion for the Lord
to get re-acquainted with his beloved servant in the same manner
as in times past. But neither was the serious nature of this
momentous occasion what we might have expected either.

Do we not also commonly tend to think that our meeting with
the Living Lord will be more personable than Scripture actually
conveys to us?

Does not our attitude and actions toward handling and
adhering to God’s Word not suggest that we commonly do not
embrace the “things of God” in the serious manner that we ought?

To be sure, our pending encounter with the person of the
Living Lord, will not remotely unfold as we may expect.

AN EXTRAORDINARY INTRODUCTION

[s it not the case that here we cannot help but observe that the
Lord Jesus does not introduce Himself to His beloved Apostle by
His recognizable earthly title, but by an address that rarely comes
to mind?

When we think upon the person of Christ, are we drawn to
ponder the broader divine attributes of His deity and eternality?

Nevertheless, despite our limited view He will always real to us
to the contrary, and typically we will find ourselves repeating the
Disciple’s dumbfounding inquiry in Luke 8:25b, “What manner of
man is this!

Here, our glorified Savior addresses Himself as “Alpha and
Omega, the first and the last.”

Note once more that we do not have to attempt to discern what
He means by using this title because the plain explanation

15
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accompanies it, and what a most profound point is being
emphasized by this grand address that He utilizes.

When we deeply consider the true implications of this title are,
we not left once more stricken by a indescribable sense of great
awed, astonishment and amazement?

Is not the limited boundary of our shallow knowledge of Him
immediately shattered, and we are again humbled and made lower
by the conveyance of this richer treasure of knowledge that points
to the greater dimension of the high person of the one we
commonly (and rightly) address as the Lord Jesus Christ?

He said to His faithful servant, “I am Alpha and Omega, the first
and the last.”

That is everything (that is, “everything”) begins and ends in
Him; and, quite obviously we can begin to ponder the expansive
implications of that grand declaration.

But yet, we must; and too see the present relevance and
practical meaningfulness of glorious bible truth as applied to our
lives.

Repeating the text 1 John 3:3 we must again consider the key
point, “And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure.”

16
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STUDY TEXT (2):
Revelation 1:12-17 (KJV)

Revelation 1:12 And | turned to see the voice that
spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden
candlesticks;

13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like
unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the
foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.

14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as
white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire;

15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in
a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.

16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of
his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his
countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he
laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; [ am
the first and the last.
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SESSION TWO

2
THE MAJESTIC OVERSEER OF
THE SACRED SEVENS

FOCUS TEXT: And being turned, | saw seven golden
candlesticks; and in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like
unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and
girt about the paps with a golden girdle.

Revelation 1:12b-13 KJV)

As Apostle John turned to see the identity of the person behind
the arresting voice that spoke to him, he earnestly and explicitly
reported, “And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And
being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;

“And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the
Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about
the paps with a golden girdle.”

Here, we observe the amazing setting of that of what was
described as the presence of “seven candlesticks” or lamp stands
that were actively lit and radiantly ablaze.

At this point, he does not know precisely what the grand
imagery was meant to convey to him (the explanation is later
provided), however, obviously their presence was curiously quite
pronounced.

Later, the Lord Jesus personally explained that the lamp stands
symbolically represent the Body of Christ, also describe as “the
Seven Churches.”

“Why Seven?” someone will undoubtedly ask. Clearly there
were immensely more than seven churches that existed during
18
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that era, and an untold number that have existed across the span
of the Church age.

And, neither is this an endorsement for the myriads of
manmade Christian denominations, sects and factions that have
been created throughout this same time frame.

Albeit a designation seven, there is only one Church that has
been created by the Living Lord.

Here it is befitting that we review the affirmed bible truth
found in 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 that emphatically declares to us:
“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but
many.

“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is
Christ.”

It has been repeatedly suggested that the number seven is used
because it represents completion and perfection.

This makes “perfect” sense, but one day we will know precisely
if that is the case or not. Nevertheless, the Lord declares that the
Church is represented by the number seven; thus, it is so.

In the grand imagery and in the further details that will be
conveyed to us in the holy record regarding us, we will note that
related to the Body of Christ there is a unique diversity,
distinctiveness, dysfunction and duty universal and relative to
each of the Seven.

Moreover, that affirmed profile has characterized the nature of
the Church, and individual members of the Church since the
beginning.

19
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We may have had many different external labels, yet our
spiritual signature has never deviated from that distinctly
described to us the Living Lord.

OUR MAJESTIC OVERSEER

In 1 Peter 2:25, the holy apostle conveys to us several more
important roles associated with the Living Lord.

He distinctly highlighted: “For ye were as sheep going astray;
but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.”

Note that the title “bishop,” although historically distorted and
elevated and embellished by human intermediaries in a greater
degree than presented in Scripture; simply refers to one as who is
an “overseer.”

Here we are also reminded that the Lord serves as our (the
Church) grand “overseer.”

Moreover, the vivid imagery described in the Revelation
depiction stresses the centrality and enormity of the Lord’s
present high priestly function as it continually applies to the
Church in this contemporary era.

Typically, we are prone to believe that our temporal proxy
leaders are governing the broad spectrum of affairs that transpire
in the public sphere of the professing church community.

However, this Revelation account conversely reveals to that
the Lord Jesus has not abdicated this immense responsibility in the
slightest.

As our grand overseer, we observe the gravity with which He
discriminately manages the affairs of the Church in the world.

In like manner as the High Priestly role that existed under the
0ld Covenant (Lev. 24:2, 2), this present parallel account shows us
just how dutifully the Lord is engaged in assuring that the crucial
presence of divine light continues to consistently radiant in this
sphere of spiritual darkness.

20
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Detailing the directives of the Levitical High Priest, we read in
Leviticus 24:4: “He shall order the lamps upon the pure
candlestick before the Lord continually.”

Unquestionably, Jesus is the “light of the world;” and it is also
equally the case that He is the grand overseer of the contingent of
“light bearers” that He has strategically deployed throughout the
sphere of the present realm of evil; with the objective of advancing
the fulfillment Initiatives of the redemptive agenda of Heaven.

Do You REALLY KNOW HIM?

With question, there readily exists various human contrived,
prevailing views and spiritually blind presumptions that exists in
the minds and hearts of the masses regarding the perceived
character and person of the Lord Jesus that are completely
contradictory to that which has been presented regarding Him in
the Word of God.

When He raised with the probing question regarding His
identity (Matthew 16;14) while on earth, His Disciples replied in
verse 13, “Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.”

However, when the same question was directed to them, Peter
rightly responded in verse 16: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God.”

To which He promptly subsequently revealed and explained in
verse 17: “Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.”

Hence, we are shown the true fact that the bestowing of grace
grant of divine insight is absolutely required before we can actually
really “know who Jesus is.”

In fact, this unalterable spiritual reality is directly emphasized
in 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 that timelessly affirms: “But if our gospel
be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

21
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“In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who
is the image of God, should shine unto them.”

Thus, herein we observe the general existing barrier of
spiritual blindness that hinders the world of unbelief from truly
recognizing the true identity of the Living Lord.

And Scripture reminds us that this general condition of
perpetual blindness will remain in place until the appointed of time
of His Second Coming after which His universal revelation will
transpire as described in Revelation 1:7 that vividly showcased:
“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and
they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail
because of him. Even so, Amen.”

On the other hand, obviously those numbered among the
believing ranks of “the redeemed” who have been delivered from
the former state of spiritual darkness, do intimately “know him”
and have been enabled by the Spirit of God to “see Him” and
generally fellowship/commune with Him.

But yet too, as seen in the present text there remains is a
greater, soul transforming and enriching dimension of insight and
knowledge regarding the broader nature of His person and
character that we have yet to know and experience.

In fact, the Apostle John was directed by the Spirit of God to
described this progressively expanding spiritual experience in 1
John 1:2-3 where he insightfully and fully explained: “(For the life
was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew
unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was
manifested unto us;)

“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that
ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

“And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.”

22
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But even beyond that wondrously inspiring revelation, we
observe that there exists another “next level” encounter that the
Living Lord shared with His select faithful servants as shown in the
key text of Revelation 1:12-17.

And too, whereas it was never intended that the rest of us
(Christ followers) would have that specific amazing, supernatural
encounter, the holy apostle was directed by our Glorified Lord to
“write” or timelessly record the details of His marvelous heavenly
encounter with our Living Savior and dispatch it to us (the Church)
for our benefit.

Hence, the astonishing depiction of the Lord in His glorified
state is minutely described in detail so that we may fully recognize
and understand that in the aftermath of having completely
accomplished the important mission of divine atonement He has
now been glorified.

Moreover, He is actively manifest in His present High Priestly
role of majestic overseer and endearing intercessor for His Church.

AN INCREDIBLE ENCOUNTER WITH DIVINE MAJESTY

In this incredibly wondrous word-portrait that provides us
with some level of preview regarding the Living Lord that we serve
and one-day await to behold, we are able to glean a three-fold view
regarding: 1) His present holy office; 2) a glorious glimpse of His
hallowed countenance; and 3) an accurate revelation of holy
oversight ministry regarding his ceaseless, vigilant monitor of the
earthly stewardship activities of His Church.

e HiSHALLOWED COUNTENANCE

In verse 13, after beholding the holy sphere wherein he was
brought (highlighted by the detailed description: “I saw seven
golden candlesticks [lampstands]),” promptly John’s attention was
directed to behold the spectacular image of the solitary, glorious
occupant of that serene setting.

23
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Hence, he readily described: “And in the midst of the seven
candlesticks one like unto the Son of man.”

Observe, he specifically said, “one like unto the Som of man,”
denoting some element of resemblance that he recalled.

And clearly, given the level of proximity that he had maintained
with the Lord during His earthly sojourn, John would have been
fully aware of the appearance of the Savior.

Yet too in that affirmation, he clearly indicated that there were
also aspects regarding Him that were completely different and
unfamiliar.

And likewise, we observed the true fact that (although “born
again”), in our finite earthly state we will only possess a measure
of the true knowledge of the divine Son.

This truth point is affirmed in 2 Corinthians 3:18 that
declared: “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

Thus, although Aposte John recognized many familiar features
about the Lord, surely, he promptly became aware of new aspects
about Him that immediately placed him at a respectful measure of
distant from Him.

Like Isaiah had alarmingly suddenly realized, John too would
shortly become completely overwhelmed and experience the
kindred fearful and soul-prostrating outcry: “Woe is me! for I am
undone!” (Isa. 6:5b)

e RADIANTLY ADORNING SACRED ATTIRE

Next, Apostle John reported the details in verse 13b about the
amazing person standing before him: “clothed with a garment
down to the foot and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.”

That is, he observed the Living Lord was clothed in the official
radiantly adorning attire of a holy High Priest.

24
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Regarding the key role of His present function as our Heavenly,
Holy High Priest and Heavenly Judge, Hebrews 7:24-26 explained:
“But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable
priesthood.

“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession
for them.

“For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the
heavens.”

Hence, we can rightly understand that our Living Lord is fully
and actively involved in the vital work of mediating and
interceding on the behalf of those of which Revelation 1:6 noted:
“Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood.”

e THE CROWNING BEAUTY OF DIVINE HOLINESS

Undeniably, the crowning beauty of divine Holiness is
majestically conveyed to us upon gazing on the splendor of his
wonderful face.

In Exodus 39:30, the Lord directed Moses to create a glory
crown to be worn by the High Priest in the O.T. era. In particular,
he was directed: “And they made the plate of the holy crown of
pure gold, and wrote upon it a writing, like to the engravings of a
signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD.”

However, regarding the person of the glorious person of the
Divine Son of God there was no need of a symbolic representation
to be placed upon His head, because He is the very embodiment of
the sinless purity of divine holiness.

Befittingly, in the aftermath of the miraculous, supernatural
victory at the Red Sea, a keynote lyric in Exodus 15: 11 that
included in the celebration of joyful praise sang by Miriam and the
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women of Isael was: “Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the
gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing
wonders?”

As such, John was likewise directed by the Spirit of God to
eternal document to successive generations of Christ followers
that when we finally get to gaze upon His face, we too will behold
the matchless beauty of divine holiness.

What a drastic contrast to that of His former earthly
appearance of which the prophetic record described in Isaiah
53:2b, “he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see
him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.”

e FLAMING EYES OF DISCRIMINATING DISCERNMENT

Observance of the normal eye profile of an individual can
communicate a great about their inner disposition and character.

Commonly, we attempt to assess how to approach or address
an individual by observing their eye profile from which we attempt
to ascertain their mood.

Here in the presently depicted profile of the Glorified Savior
this same concept was also applied; However, in the case of the Son
of God, the Spirit of God shows us exactly the manner where He is
performing His sacred duty. Namely, with an attitude of solemn
seriousness.

The graphic depiction flatly informs us that the Lord is
discriminately scrutinizing the totality of the activities that have
been/are transpiring within the complete sphere of His Church.

We (humanity) may not be “in the know” regarding all matters
that are transpiring across the broad spectrum of the universal
body, but conversely, the Head of the Church fully “knows” every
minute detail.

And too, nothing evades the omniscient gaze of His penetrating
fiery eyes.
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In Hebrews 4:12b-13, we are told regarding the inescapable,
soul-probing vision of the Word of God that it is a: “discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.

“Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight:
but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with
whom we have to do.”

e ROAMING FEET OF PURIFYING JUDGMENT

Next, when beholding His feet, Apostle John described in verse
15: “And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace.”

The concept conveyed by the imagery of the Lord’s feet is that
of Him being actively engaged in the purifying function (“as if they
burned in a furnace”) of sanctifying and purifying judgment
throughout the varied ranks of His Church.

Wrongly we may presumptively believe that we can avoid this
central aspect of His divine ministry that is fully in operating in our
earthly sphere; however, here the Word of God fully refutes that
notion, and sternly warns us to the contrary.

Clearly, we should recognize the fact that if we (flawed
humanity) are capable of observe the various aspect of permitted
defiant, sinful disfunction and the absence of required imposed
discipline that is notably missing throughout the professing
community of faith, so must be the case by the Holy One that
“knows all and sees all.”

But the drastic difference between His reaction and response
toward these major sinful infractions is the fact He forewarns us
(in His Seven Letters) that He will personally address all
outstanding, unrepented issues.

Thus, we are reminded in 1 Peter 4:17, “For the time is come
that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin
at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of
God.”
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Then, in particular the Living Lord has directly communicated
to us through the record of His Laodicean correspondence in
Revelation 3:19: “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be
zealous therefore, and repent.”

e THE COMMANDING VOICE OF AROUSING AUTHORITY

Next, John tells us that he was markedly stricken by the
unmistakable, commanding tenor of the authoritative voice of the
Glorified Christ.

In verse 15b, he stated: “his voice as the sound of many
waters.”

In other words, “when the Lord speaks” no one will be able to
ignore or resist the fearfully provocative command and conviction
of His divine authority.

In Isaiah 45:2, the Lord directly reminds us: “I have sworn by
myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and
shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue
shall swear.”

Furthermore, in Mark 1:26-27, this reality was fully
demonstrated over the power of demonic spirits, before an
observing audience during His earthly sojourn, to which they
astonishingly commented: “And when the unclean spirit had torn
him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of him.

“And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned
among themselves, saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine
is this? for with authrity commandeth he even the unclean spirits,
and they do obey him.”

And if this was the case regarding the sphere of created being
who are clearly more powerful than humans, we should fully
recognize that we definitely possess no opposing power to resist
or override His authority.
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e (COMPLETE CHARGE OVER HIS MESSENGERS AND THEIR POWERFUL
MESSAGE

Verse 16 introduces us to the irreversible reality that the Lord
Jesus fully retains unrivaled authority over His sanctioned
messengers and His powerful Holy Word.

Regarding them John wrote: “And he had in his right hand
seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword.”

Observe closely the key reference: “in his right hand.” This
simply means that He retains (in the signature hand of power and
authority) full control over the ranks of His sanctioned
messengers, and the source of their penetrating and piercing
message of conviction and consolation originates directly from
Him.

Herein, we observe the vital importance of both the holy
messengers (despite their human frailty - clay pots) and the holy
message.

Regarding His holy messengers, Ephesians 4:11-12 declared:
“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ.”

To from the text of Isaiah 49:2 we note that the commission-
character of His emissaries are thus: “And he hath made my mouth
like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and
made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me.”

And in Jeremiah 1:9 the Lord declared: “Then the Lord put
forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the Lord said unto me,
Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.

“See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the
kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to
throw down, to build, and to plant.”
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Also, pertaining to His Holy Word, Hebrews 4:12 reminds us:
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.”

Moreover, in Isaiah 55:11, the Supreme Sovereign
proclaimed: “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which
[ please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”

And in Jeremiah 1:12, He points out to the attentive observer:
“Then said the Lord unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten
my word to perform it.”

e An Unforgettable Panoramic Shining Impression

Lastly, in the close details of His glorious person, John is shown
a panoramic vision of His radiant presence of which he graphically
stated in verse 16: “and his countenance was as the sun shineth in
his strength.”

Unquestionable on this occasion John is permitted a second
occasion to witness the incredible view of the Lord Jesus in His
actual eternal, divine state.

On the first occasion, he almost missed (Luke 9:32) the
blessed privilege, because he and his companions had fallen asleep.

The Gospel record formerly reported in Matthew 17:1-2, “And
after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and
bringeth them up into an high mountain apart,

“And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as
the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.”

Now the former occasion was designed to imprint upon their
soul the lingering impression needed to deal with the forthcoming
challenges they were to would face as Jesus prepared for His
suffering sacrifice at Calvary.
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However, on the occasion this latter, amazing holy vision was
sovereignly granted to him (and us) so that he (we) might be
strengthened, encouraged and inspired to continue to remain
faithful (despite his enduring exile of banishment), awaiting the
pending Second Coming of the Gloried Christ.
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STUDY TEXT (3):
Revelation 1:18-20; 3:19-21 (KJV)

Revelation 1:18 [ 3m he that liveth, and was dead; and,
behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of
hell and of death.

19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the
things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;

20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in
my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the
seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven
churches.

Revelation 3:19 xg many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with me.

21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in
my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with
my Father in his throne.
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DEVOTIONAL RESOURCE (1)

3
SEVEN SOLEMN ADMONITIONS
OF HOLY SCRUTINY

FOCUS TEXT: What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto
the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis,
and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

Revelation 1: 11b (KJV)

Each of divine messages dispatched from the Living Lord to the
Seven Churches, highlights a pattern of common elements that
defined the spiritual status of each of the respective congregations,
and too provides for us the same standard criteria of bible truth
whereby we are able to individually assess our standing before the
Court of Heaven as well.

It has never been the will of God that we aimlessly wander
about not knowing how our lives are viewed before the Throne of
Grace.

But on the contrary, such key passages like Ephesians 4:17-
18b admonishes and guides us: “This I say therefore, and testify in
the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the
vanity of their mind,

“Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the
life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the
blindness of their heart: Who being past feeling have given
themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with
greediness. But ye have not so learned Christ”
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Moreover, in Ephesians 5:15-17 we read: “See then that ye
walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time,
because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but
understanding what the will of the Lord is.”

One of the primary reasons for commissioning the writing of
these amazing letters was/is to tell us just how well we are doing,
not based on our biased, limited and inaccurate assessment of
ourselves, but based on the holy and righteous point of view that
only can come from the Lord.

Specifically expounding upon and clarifying this very point, the
Lord God of Hosts initially declared to the Old Testament
generations of His people (and us) through the prophetic
messenger Jeremiah in chapter 17:9-10, “The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? I the
LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man
according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.”

Hence, fully understanding this to be the case, the inspired
Psalmist passionately petitioned in chapter 139:23-24: “Search
me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting.”

Assuredly, as we study these crucial pieces of heavenly
correspondence, from the conveyed details uniquely described by
our Lord in these key passages of the book of Revelation we will be
able to accurately discern and determine (through the enabling
and enlightening power of the Spirit of God) the true caliber of our
Christian “walk,” now, before we have to formally give an account
of our spiritual life and stewardship (work) before the Judgment
Seat of Christ.
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HEAVENLY SIGNATURE & HOLY CRITERIA

Albeit these letters given to the Seven Churches fully highlight
a sevenfold measure of diversity within the whole of the Body of
Christ, there is a divinely defined standard of holy criteria given to
us whereby we are able to accurately profile ourselves (i.e.
individually, locally and generationally) based on these heavenly
signatures and common elements that have been given to us by our
glorified Lord and Savior.

We need not foolishly attempt to use inaccurate and superficial
worldly methods and demographic measurements such as
numerical size; leadership style; ministry methods historical
traditions; contemporary trends, etc. in order to know our true
standing of performance before the “one like unto the Son of man”
the who personally from the domain of Heaven continues to
administer and direct the and mediates the affairs of the Church
from His center position as He stand “in the midst of the seven
candlesticks.” (Rev. 1:12-13)

Historically, many studious ministers, bible teachers, seminary
professors and general students of Scripture have compiled
various comparative listings from these keynote bible passages.

But personally, each of us should easily be able to observe that
some of the major common criteria elements that comprise these
heavenly addresses made to the Seven Churches.

Readily, such assessments should include:

1) An opening distinctive reference description uniquely and
relative to the assembly. Speaking to the Church of Ephesus, the
Lord authoritatively declared in verse 2:1: “These things saith he
that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the
midst of the seven golden candlesticks...”

2) Detailed recognized approved conduct and service that
received commendation by the Lord (where applicable).
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Addressing the Church at Smyrna, the Living Lord assuredly
commended: “I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but
thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they
are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.” (Rev. 2:9)

3) A stern word of highlighted reprimand and complaint
and/or charges of transgression (where applicable) for violation of
the Word and will of God.

Addressing the Church of Pergmos, the Lord of Glory sternly
charged in verse 2:14: “But | have a few things against thee,
because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam,
who taught Balac to cast a stumbling block before the children of
Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit
fornication.”

4) The gracious injunction to repent and abandon the sin
practice or teachings.

Judicially declaring to the Church of Thyatira, the Righteous
Judge seriously and particularly threatened in verses 2:2-22: “And
[ gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.

“Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit
adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their
deeds.”

5) The sure threat of immediate (rather than future) punitive,
personal chastening if the judicial command is rebelliously
rejected.

Definitively proclaiming to the Church of Sardis, our
Omniscient (all-knowing) Savior stirringly stressed in verse 3:3,
“Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon
thee”
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6) An affirming word of encouragement to the faithful remnant
dwelling among the congregation who remained undefiled by the
allowed sinful pollution and defiling spiritual corruption.

Gladly addressing the Church of Philadelphia, He that is Holy
and True fully promised in verse 3:10, “Because thou hast kept the
word of my patience, 1 also will keep thee from the hour of
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that
dwell upon the earth.”

7) The promise of special personal reward from our glorified
Savior to those who victoriously “overcome” formidable
challenges and temptations of crippling hindrance and spiritual
defection.

Addressing the proudly religious, self-satisfied Church of the
Laodiceans, the Faithful and True Witness counter offered, in
Revelation 3:10, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with
me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with
my Father in his throne.”
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To The Overcomer

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

Revelation 2:7 (K]JV)

The extreme challenge that faced the Church of Ephesus was
both sure and formidable. This point is clearly implied by the latter
reference “...to him that overcometh.”

That pivotal conditional statement also obviously suggests the
possibility of utter failure on the part of some “hearers.”

As such, the declaration in and of itself is a solemn warning that
we dare not sidestep or dismiss.

Of course, the overall context and focused topic in view here is
not the key matter of the believer’s salvation, because the
foundational issue of our eternal atonement was fully addressed
by Christ’'s “finished” work of redemption completely
accomplished “on the Cross.” However, what is in view or
showcased here is the important matter of the believer’s reward
for spiritual service.

The relevant object of importance that was in grave jeopardy
for the Ephesian church was their granted privilege to be able to
continue to render spiritual service on behalf of the Living Lord.

Too often we forget or depreciated the fact that it is a grand
honor to render service to God.

That is, to render holy service before the Lord of Glory. Recall,
that in John 15:16 the Lord Jesus fully affirmed: "Ye have not
chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should
go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that
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whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it

»

you.

Too, He definitively explained to us Matthew 5:13-16: “Ye are
the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast
out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but
on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

Note, in each of these key passages both our earthly charge and
commission are explicitly showcased, and the converse
repercussions if we fail to fulfill our spiritual duty is also plainly
imbedded in the concise language.

Observe again, the Lord stated the “downside” of our failure in
the “salt” metaphor example, “...but if the salt have lost his savour,
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but
to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.”

OVERCOMING

The authentic spiritual realities of experientially “overcoming”
in the lives of every Christ follower should not be viewed as an
unique advanced faith experience that is distinctly designed to be
isolated or reserved for a few that possess some special spiritual
trait or characteristics.

On the contrary, Scripture personally declares to us both
collectively and individually in 1 John 5:4-5: “For whatsoever is
born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith.

“Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth
that Jesus is the Son of God?”
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As such, based on the fundamental reality that we have
experienced the grand miracle of supernatural regeneration
(through repentance and believing the Gospel), by default
positionally and eternally, we have been placed in the sphere of the
covenant domain of “the overcomer.”

Jude 1:24 cheerfully affirms to us: "Now unto him that is able
to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy.”

However, that grand grace privilege should not just reservedly
pertain to our relational status with the Lord of Glory.

But too, the tangible ramifications of that spiritual reality
should be predominately cognitively expected and visibly
actualized in our lives each day throughout the course of our
earthly Salvation Sojourn.

However, as the Lord explicitly cited in His alarming
admonition given in the closing declaration of Revelations 2:7, we
have a personal responsibility that must be dutifully executed
before we can experience the joyous end-results that He has
detailed.

Specifically, the Living Lord declared: “He that hath an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”

That is, each of us must “hear and heed” the enlightening
directives given to us by the Spirit of God in order to be given His
supernatural power that enables us to “overcome.”

The corroborating precept truth cited to us in Joshua 1:8,
further clarifies for us: “This book of the law shall not depart out of
thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou
mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have
good success.”

We often fail to recognize and meaningfully comprehend the
sure fact that the impartation of spiritual light (“the lampstand”),
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also comes with the premier duty to radiantly “let your light so
shine.” (Matt. 6:16a)

Thus, once spiritual truth has been revealed to us, we
immediately become responsible to embrace it and enact it. To do
otherwise yields unacceptable and profitless results.

Moreover, James 1:22 forewarns us regarding the debilitating
perils of this crippling spiritual failure: “But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”

Unquestionably, Scripture repeatedly is quite clear in
explaining to us that the spiritual life portrait of every Christ
follower should reflect the faith principle cited in Joshua 23:9-10
that assured: “For the Lord hath driven out from before you great
nations and strong: but as for you, no man hath been able to stand
before you unto this day.

“One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the Lord your God,
he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath promised you.”

Moreover, in the New Testament text of 1 John 4:4 the Lord
has wonderfully and staunchly declared to every true Christ
follower: “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them:
because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”

But, then too, we must readily highlight and honestly concede
that the practical realities of all that which is wonderfully cited in
the text record on the inspired eternal record of Holy Scripture do
not just instantly materializes in our daily lives by just merely
reading these inspiration declarations.

Scripture unquestionably affirms that it is true that the real-
world opposing hindrances (both inner and external) of spiritual
darkness are keenly formidable and practically daunting.

Moreover, the very word “overcomer” implicitly telegraphs to
our mind an imagery of that which has to be confronted and
successfully dealt with, overpowered and defeated.

43



SUMMER SPIRIT-LIFE SUSTAINMENT

As such, dutifully determined and consciously responsible
effort must be exerted by each of us (too, with steadfast reliance on
the power of the Holy Ghost) to experience the joyous supernatural
outcome ("overcomer") that is declared in the holy record.

In fact, the Lord Jesus personally and purposely identifies this
paramount, timeless truth-constant in this letter to the Ephesian
congregation, and in the lives every Christ follower that mirrors
this spiritual signature.
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DEVOTIONAL RESOURCE (2)

Protect Your Crown

Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no
man take thy crown.

Revelation 3:11 (K]JV)

Preeminently, the Lord Jesus fully reminds us of the impending
certainty of is Second Coming. Emphatically, He re-asserted in
verse 3:11a: “Behold, | come quickly.”

Thus, here we are compelled to re-focus our attention on the
important primacy of this pending event and bring our focus and
lives in alignment of all that its grand arrival will entail,
particularly with regards to our present measure of performance
pertaining to our faithfulness to Him; and too, the respective
assignments of spiritual stewardship.

The reference object “crown” identified here by the Lord Jesus
Christ does not refer to the free grace-gift of salvation that is
granted to every repentant soul who hears and believes the soul-
saving message of the Gospel.

Indeed, this amazingly wonder divine declaration is not in
direct contradiction to the inspired definitive treatise regarding
the means of our spiritual deliverance cited in Ephesians 2:8-9
that staunchly affirms: “For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest
any man should boast.”

But, as the fuller context of the present subject matter shows
us is that what the Lord is precisely alluding to here (by the word-
picture “crown”) is the grand prospect of our (Christ followers)
earned rewards for spiritual service that will be awarded on the
notable event occasion occurring after our final bodily
resurrection and reuniting heavenly ascension.
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Afterwards, we then will have our appointed, personal
accountability encounter before “the Judgement Seat of Christ.”

Particularly, 2 Corinthians 5:10 inform us: “For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that everyone may
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad.”

And, on this determinative occasion 1 Corinthians 3:13 it has
been fully explained to us: “Every man's work shall be made
manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed
by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.”

Now, distinctly regarding the bequeathed gift of our salvation,
Scripture fully explains to us that it has been completely secured
for us personally by the Lord Jesus Christ.

Regarding this very point, the Living Lord declared in John
10:28: “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”

However, on the other hand with respect to our “earned”
rewards for dutiful and faithful spiritual service, again Scripture
explains that we are held personally accountable (during our
earthly sojourn) for the scope of gain or loss that pertains to the
level of performance relate to our respectively appointed spiritual
assignments.

Once more, the keynote section of 1 Corinthians 3;14-15
directly addresses this matter thus: “If any man's work abide which
he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.”

“If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

As such, we are repeatedly forewarned both in the Gospel
record and throughout the New Testament Epistles regarding the
immense importance of being faithful and diligent regarding our
assigned spiritual duties assigned to us by the Spirit of God, under
directives from the Lord Jesus Christ.
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As being reiterated and emphasized again by the Glorified
Savior here in the final record of inspired truth the gain or
forfeiture (loss) of our “crown” is contingent on our conduct and
compliance with the holy mandates that He has fully disclosed to
us.

Too, as being implied from the tenor of the present warnings
in the present main text, we are alerted to the true fact that there
are other external forces who seek to deprive us of our future
blessings if we foolishly permit them to do so.

2 John 1:8 particularly comments on this sure possibility by
exhorting us: “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things
which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.”

AN EXPANDED VIEW OF ETERNAL REWARDS

Here we observe a vivid and detailed description of the grand
heavenly honors that will be bestowed on this particular
contingent of spiritual overcomers by the Glorified Lord.

Indeed, we might honestly raise the question: “Will we (Christ
followers) all not be classed or ranked as spiritual “overcomers” in
the sphere of our pending glorification?”

Then, quickly point to 1 John 5:5 as justifying evidence which
affirms to us: “Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that
believeth that Jesus is the son of God?”

However, perhaps we should consider an important fact of
distinction being highlighted in the context of the subject matter
the Lord is directly discussing, namely that of believer’s reward
that will be apportioned because of successfully enduring the
trying ordeal of their appointed spiritual commission.

If we take a moment to examine the varied nature of
highlighted rewards mentioned in the respective letters written to
the Churches i.e. where rewards are identified and offered), we
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observe clear specifics regarding each of them that are placed
before our view.

Albeit we must generally concede that we are not able to
immediately identify everything that is offered to us as a
motivating influence.

A PILLAR OF HONOR

In a final word of encouragement to the Philadelphian
congregation, the Living Lord shared with them (us) an additional
spec persevered and remained throughout the challenging ordeal
of our earthly stewardship.

Specifically, He wondrously stated in verse 12a: “Him that
overcometh will [ make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he
shall go no more out.”

Now, the obvious question that is promptly raised in our minds
is, “What does that exactly mean?”

Well, purposely He directly used the imagery of a towering
support “pillar” or column that has been a main feature or element
of the significant structures of architecture in every era.

Whereas their primary function is to support the enormous
mass of weight that is placed upon them and serve to firmly
stabilize the structure; too, pillar or column design elements were
used to symbolically and emblematically convey to the beholder
the honor and importance of the person or idea that it represented.

For example in 2 King Chapter 7 regarding the holy shrine of
the Temple of God that King Solomon was appointed to erect, we
are told in verse 21: “And he set up the pillars in the porch of the
temple: and he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof
Jachin: and he set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof
Boaz.”

Notably, the special name Jachin means “he shall establish.”
And, the name Boaz means “in it (Him) is strength.”
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Hence, comparably we can conclude that the reference
designation made the Lord Jesus regarding His honored faithful
servants will also gloriously radiant the esteemed majesty of the
Most High (i.e. ”in the temple of my God”) as well.

NEW NAMES?

Another subsequent designation of honor that will be
bestowed upon the “overcomer” who faithfully endures this
sphere of stewardship challenge are the “new names” they will be
graciously given (earned).ial promise that will be granted to those
who

SPIRIT-LIFE

SUMMER

-
Z
o}
2
=
=
7y
=]
7

SESSION

49



SUMMER SPIRIT-LIFE SUSTAINMENT

Zealous Urgency

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me.

Revelation 3:20 (KJV)

The predominately common false presumption that is held by
the masses of our contemporary era is the delusional premise that
the love of God is only validly shown or demonstrated through the
favorable bestowal of Heaven’s blessings upon our lives.

However, when we clearly listen to the sobering words of the
Lord of Glory here in the present main text that misguided notion
is flatly and definitely shattered and rejected.

Rather, He insistently declared to the heart-hardened audience
of the Laodicean congregation (and too, to those of us that have
embraced their erroneous position) in verse 19a: “As many as [
love, I rebuke and chasten.”

In the present context, the word “rebuke” simply means “to
convict; refute or reprove.” And, obviously, its primary objective is
to arouse inner awareness and bring an honest sense of conviction
in the heart.

Now unquestionably, we fully recognize that in the public
climate of our present fallen culture that has adopted an
inoffensive and boundlessly tolerant position of accepting any self-
contrived relative view (regardless of it preserve extremity), such
an absolute and definitively judicial statement would be deemed
completely unacceptable.

However, the Word of God reminds us again of the vast
difference between the “holy ways of God” and the “wicked ways
of fallen humanity.”
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In fact, in Proverbs 27:5-6 we are firmly told that “Open
rebuke is better than secret love. Faithful are the wounds of a
friend; but the Kkisses of an enemy are deceitful.”

Moreover, in Proverbs 13:1 we are provided with a clarifying
portrait of contrast highlighting the two opposing reactions to
hearing and receiving words of rebuke: “A wise son heareth his
father's instruction: but a scorner heareth not rebuke.”

And in Ecclesiastes 7:5 we are taught: “It is better to hear the
rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools.”

Therefore, in His closing message to this apostate
congregation, the Living Lord starkly reminds them that true love
of God does not just merely allow them to blindly follow the
wayward path that leads to eternal destruction; but will put forth
the effort to warn them to alter and turn in the right direction
before it is too late.

Even during the O.T. era the Lord sent the arresting prophetic
decree to His people proclaiming to them in Ezekiel 33:11: “Say
unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live:
turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house
of Israel.”

Thus, herein we observe the God of Love doing precisely that
which He has always done (and continues to do); namely,
mercifully reaching out to the wayward souls that tragically are
proudly determined to rush headlong into the eternal abyss of
utter destruction.

The Supreme Sovereign still lovingly appeals to and attempts
to reason with the resistively harden-soul, similarly, compelling
them to fully consider and promptly repent, thus: “turn ye, turn ye
from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel.”
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STANDING ON THE OUTSIDE

It is questionably true that the gracious scene set before us in
verse 20a, show us the final opportunity of hope being offered to
this confessed, Christless, self- sufficient religious congregation.

There we observe that the Lord purposely and descriptively
highlighted for us His relative position and the nature of His
relationship with the Laodicean church; namely He vividly
detailed: “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock.”

Or, in other words, ironically, He (the Head of the Church) was
standing outside the sphere of their fellowship. Or too, we may
rightly conclude that “they were too busy “have church” without
Him.

“An extreme exaggeration?” some will undoubtedly conclude.
But actually, such a provocative simple characterization does not
remotely begin to truly convey the true spiritually calamitous
depiction of that vividly graphic divine portraiture.

Can we really see the enormously shocking message that
sobering scene is projecting before the vision of our mind’s eye?

Moreover, when we truly think more deeply about the true
characterization being shown to us here, the perilous nature of
their situation becomes quite evident.

Recall, they had believed that their relationship with God was
completely acceptable; and as the Savior revealingly cited, they
said in verse 17a: “Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing.”

But actually their scandalous situation simply mirrored and
validated the woeful conditions cited in 2 Timothy 3:5 that
prophetically signified the prevailing spiritual state that would be
progressively dominate the life-sphere of the “last days.”

The inspired Apostle detailed thus regarding the general public
practice of religion: “Having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof.”
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BE ZEALOUS

The central point of emphasis that was made by the Lord in His
closing declaration to the Laodicean church was that they
promptly alter both the faulty perspective of their hearts, and the
sinful conduct of their lives.

He sternly demanded them to urgently “repent;” and allow the
Spirit of God to perform the necessary inner heart course
correcting measure that would transform their souls and alter
their eternal destiny.

Explicitly, the Lord commanded them to “be zealous therefore
and repent.” Or, in other words He promptly addressed the dire
nature of their unacceptable and unredeemed status before Holy
God, which demanded their immediate attention.

In verse 20b, although collectively they had rejected Him; yet,
He appealed to individual souls: “if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me.”

The word “knock” suggests to us that there was an earnest
effort being made the Lord to yet deliver them by from their
shameful condition.

Now, where commonly the present imagery has been used to
characterize the Savior’s appeal to the afar-off sinner, actually in
the present context of these Epistles to the Seven Churches, we
must more accurately conclude that this wooing appeal was being
made to this false church; and also readily offered to every false
religionist or mere professing Christian whose unregenerate life is
yet completely devoid of Christ’'s assuring presence and the
signature confirmation of the indwelling Spirit.

Again, such a provocative conclusion will undoubtedly be
protested by many; nevertheless, God’s Word remains unalterably
and unapologetically true.
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Thus, the Lord Jesus stressed that the only subsequent actions
that would change their present condition to first “repent.”
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